Case Study

How does YCE benefit from the panels?

Swinton Fitzwilliam School
Community Owned Solar

Energy from the sun is free, so we can give you a
significant discount on your energy price. From
this discounted price we can pay back our
shareholders and build up a pot for further
schemes and community projects.

In October 2014 Swinton Fitzwilliam
Primary School in Mexborough, South
Yorkshire, had 200 panels installed by
Sheffield Renewables.
The project cost around £60,000 and has an
expected income of around £8,500 per year.
The project was funded by community
shares and the teachers and pupils benefit
from up to
40,000kWh
The panels offer a tangible
of free
symbol of their
electricity
commitment to protecting
annually.
the environment and
working towards a lowcarbon future

Be part of York’s
clean energy
future...

Why might people invest?
Our community investors will receive a modest
return on their investment (typically 3%).
In addition they are helping to increase
renewable energy production in the city whilst
supporting community projects.

How else does the community benefit?
Any remaining surplus from the operation of the
panels will go into our “Community Benefit Fund”.
This will support local initiatives, chosen by our
shareholders. For example, it may fund home visits to
give energy efficiency advice to those in fuel poverty.

By hosting the panels, your organisation will be
making this possible.
If you are interested we would be very
happy to hear from you.
Please contact us using the details below:
Sheffield Renewables have also helped
organise lessons on renewable energy
and energy saving.

15 Priory St, York YO1 6ET
yorkcommunityenergy.org.uk
yorkcommunityenergy@gmail.com

... and get cheaper, renewable electricity
by letting York Community Energy
install solar panels on your roof.
It will benefit your
community too!

Find out
more inside!

Have you got a large roof and daily
electricity usage? York Community
Energy (YCE) is a community-run
group seeking roof owners to host
solar panels and reduce your electricity
bills. There is no cost on your part:
we cover all financial, technical,
insurance and maintenance issues.

Who can help?
We're looking to work with local organisations
that own suitable roofs and are keen to
contribute to the community and play their
part in tackling climate change.
Previous community energy projects have
been successfully built on:
•
•
•
•
•

Hospitals
Schools
Small to medium sized businesses
Churches
Fire stations

What else do you get?

What kind of roof is suitable?

Aside from electricity bills savings for decades
to come without you spending a penny…

•South-facing (South-West/East might be
possible too) or flat roof, with no shading,
approximate size 200m2- 350m2

• A clear demonstration of your organisation's
commitment to York's sustainable future and
reducing CO2 emissions
• Free publicity of your organisation through YCE
communications and media work
• A display of the energy being produced by the
panels along with educational materials for your
staff, visitors and other users of the building
• Assistance with further reducing your energy
bills through advice or training sessions

In addition, you are welcome to invest in
the project and thus receive further benefit.

•Expected lifespan of building at least 20 years
and roof in good repair

What will be the impact on
your roof?
The integrity of
your roof is
important,
hence YCE will
commission a
full structural
survey prior to
construction.
We provide a
fully insured and approved installer to install the
solar panels at no cost to your organisation.

Who looks after the panels?
YCE provide insurance and maintenance for the
installed system for the lifetime of the project.

Do solar panels affect resale value?
Studies in the US have shown that solar PV can
increase the resale value of residential
properties. While there are no similar studies in
the UK, we believe potential purchasers see
reduced electricity bills as a positive factor.

